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CREW SUPPORT = HEALTH AND MEDICAL

International travel and health

Latest WHO advice for international travel and trade in relation to the outbreak of diseases affecting the relevant countries.

Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)

A new virus has been identified on 7 January 2020 by the Chinese authorities. This new virus, temporarily named "2019-nCoV" is a
coronavirus, a family of viruses that includes the common cold, and viruses such as SARS and MERS. WHO has been alerted by the
Chinese authorities on 31 December 2019 over several cases of pneumonia that occurred in Wuhan City, Hubei province of China.

Because this is a coronavirus that can cause respiratory illnesses and is relatively unknown pending investigation to be undertaken
to understand the source of this new virus, please click on this link for precautionary measures to be taken for international travel

and trade.

Important Novel Coronavirus information

» WHO's recommendations and advice for the public

» WHO's latest situation report

» WHO's myth busters ' advice for the public

» WHO's interim guidance on operational considerations for managing outbreak on board ships
> WHO's travel and tourism

» Latest information coming from various government states

» Advice from the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to minimise risk to seafarers

» Advice from the IMO and International Labour Organization on unnecessary restrictions and delays to ships and crew
» Advice from the IMO on Guidance relating to the certification of seafarers

» Paris MoU - Guidance on Port Sate Control regarding extensions

» Tokyo MoU - Guidance on granting of extensions

» Indian MoU - Guidance on granting of extensions

» IMO Coronavirus (COVID-19) information section

» Official joint-statement issued by the IMO and WHO on respect for free pratique and international maritime traffic and trade


https://www.bimco.org/
https://www.who.int/ith/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/ith/2020-0901_outbreak_of_Pneumonia_caused_by_a_new_coronavirus_in_C/en/
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Crew%20support
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Health%20and%20medical
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/who2019ncovihrshipoutbreak20201eng.ashx?la=en&hash=250F9DDEA91C17B1A33370F99D5FE5A33D513C85
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication/travel-and-tourism
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---implementation-measures
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/PublishingImages/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204%20%20Novel%20Coronavirus%202019-Ncov%20Secretariat.pdf
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/imo_-cl4204add1.ashx?la=en&hash=7DEF01CC3974DD781D45A30337C97DCAC28B1C6C
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/imo_circular-letter-no4204add5--coronavirus-covid19--certification-ofseafarers-guidance.ashx?la=en&hash=84F7EC2EA818B46EF2D883DB8987E83AB1B39590
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/paris-mou_-press-release-guidance-regarding-the-impact-of-covid-19_-26-march-2020.ashx?la=en&hash=1AA54C5E70158D14134577F2911684B067EEDF0A
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/tokyo-mou-press-release.ashx?la=en&hash=82D6720379F6E1A0CEA8367CC96AB3BD20207B34
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/indian-ocean-_press-release.ashx?la=en&hash=E95ECBCDC5069B66B0E2F25012D23099E34B2CAE
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/imocl4204add2-english.ashx?la=en&hash=17EC1A3BDE512D25244DED4877ADD1D18A6BA3F5

ICS guidance

International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) guidance for ship operators for the protection of the health of seafarers

On 8 February 2016 the IMO issued Circular Letter No.3623 providing guidance on the Zika situation report issued by the WHO.

As of 8 February 2016, the Emergency Committee (EC), convened by WHO's Director-General, under the International Health
Regulations (2005), has found no justification for restrictions on travel or trade.

Further updates will be provided as and when received from the EC.
For further information please refer to the below links:

» WHO Emergencies preparedness, response on the Zika virus

» Zika virus infection Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

The UK P&l Club has produced a dedicated resource page, providing the latest information and guidance for shipowners and crew
travelling to and from areas with known outbreak. Although the World Health Organisation is not currently recommending any
travel or trade restrictions related to Zika virus some port authorities are requiring additional information for vessels and crew
arriving from locations where a known outbreak of Zika is occurring.

The Club will continue to monitor the situation and collate all the latest information on the topic and any implications this may
have for shipowners on the resource page - UK P&l Club - Zika Virus - Key Facts.

The IMO has issued several circular letters providing guidance and information on protection measures for ships visiting ports
affected by the Ebola virus disease. See related links below.

The IMO also together with the World health Organization (WHO) issued a letter to Ministers responsible for ports and shipping
underlining the need to exercise caution and competent judgement before implementing any unilateral measures restricting the
movement of ships and cargoes in September 2014. In short the letter re-iterates that the World Health Orgainisation does not
recommend any ban on international travel or trade and that restrictive measures which are not commensurate and restricted to
public health risks could be counter productive.

Local Agents should of course be requested for updates regarding the latest information and any local rules or precautions to be
taken.

» WHO's emergenices preparedness on ebola virus disease outbreak

On 9 october 2017, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) issued Circular Letter No. 3780 providing guidance on the
plague outbreak situation as issued by the World Health Organization (WHO). For specific information on this plague outbreak,
please refer to the relevant WHO link here. The IMO has urged that the WHO handbook publication on "Management of Public
Health Events on board ships", offering substantive public health guidance be consulted in connection with this disease outbreak.


https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/novel-coronavirus-2019/ics-_coronavirus-guidelines.ashx?la=en&hash=B4F9AABA4BE0FCEB9922CC85982EF312057E9CB4
http://www.ukpandi.com/knowledge/industry-developments/zika/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/plague/en/
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/who-handbook-on-public-health-events-mgt-on-board-ships
https://www.who.int/csr/disease/zika/information-for-travelers/en/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11585&Itemid=41688&lang=en
https://www.who.int/csr/don/16-january-2020-ebola-drc/en/

Members should note that BIMCO has two clauses (see below) that address contractual issues in relation to severe cases of
virulent diseases, such as Ebola. The implications for shipowners and operators due to such outbreaks can be significant. Delays
may occur and costs arise not only when the ship is in an area where the risk of infection is high, but also at a later date when the
ship calls at ports far outside the region where restrictions may be imposed to reduce the risk of the disease spreading. In this
respect, no clause can solve all the problems that may arise due to certain countries imposing restrictions or sanctions on ships
which have previously called at certain West African countries - even if the intervening period is well outside the known
incubation period of the disease. Members are highly recommended to check what impositions certain ports may put in place for
ships that have called at West African ports even if many months have lapsed and other ports have been called at since then.

The Infectious or Contagious Diseases Clauses for Voyage and Time Charter Parties have been developed for use in response to
any severe outbreak of a virulent disease. The decision to take a generic clause approach to the Ebola outbreak reflects BIMCO's
view that there have been a number of virulent diseases, such as SARS, that have also had a significant impact on the industry in
the past and that it is likely that other severe virulent diseases may well occur in the future. The generic solution offered by
BIMCO avoids having to write specific clauses to address individual outbreaks each time they occur.

» Infectious or Contagious Diseases Clause for Time Charter Parties

» Infectious or Contagious Diseases Clause for Voyage Charter Parties

DOWNLOAD RELATED DOCUMENTS
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Zika Virus Disease (IMO Circular Letter No. 3623 dated 8 February 2016)
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Personal protective equipment - Ebola virus disease (IMO Circular Letter No. 3497 dated 7 November 2014)
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Letter to ministers responsible for ports and shipping; port authorities and shipping companies issued jointly by IMO and WHO
dated 10 September 2014
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Download now


https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/bimco-clauses/current/infectious_or_contagious_diseases_clause_for_time_charter_parties_2015
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/bimco-clauses/current/infectious_or_contagious_diseases_clause_for_voyage_charter_parties_2015
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/ebola_virus/circular_letter_no3623_zika_virus_disease_secretariat.ashx
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/ebola_virus/2014-11-07_imo_cir_no3497_personal_protective_equipment_ebola_virus_disease.ashx
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/ebola_virus/who-imo_letter_10-9-14.ashx
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Full and effective implementation of maritime security measures to assist in preventing the spread of the Ebola virus disease (IMO
Circular Letter No. 3485 dated 10 September 2014)
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Ebola virus disease - information and guidance (IMO Circular Letter No. 3484 dated 2 September 2014)
0.2MB
Download now

Feedback or a question about this information?

Contact Ai Cheng Foo-Nielsen
(+45) 4436 6856

marinfo@bimco.org

CONTACT ONLINE

BACK TO: WHO HANDBOOK FOR
INSPECTION OF SHIPS AND
ISSUANCE OF SHIP SANITATION NEXT: CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) -

CERTIFICATES CREW CHALLENGES

By Ai Cheng Foo-Nielsen
in Copenhagen, DK

Posted: 20 November 2017
Updated: 27 March 2020

LATEST RELATED NEWS

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - implementation measures for sea transport

28 January 2020 | Updated 27 March 2020


https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/ebola_virus/2014-09-10_imo_circ_no3485_implementation_of_security_measures_preventing_spread_of_evd.ashx
https://www.bimco.org/-/media/bimco/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health/ebola_virus/2014-09-02_imo_circ_no3484_ebola_virus_disease_information_and_guidance.ashx
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mailto:marinfo@bimco.org
javascript:ShowContactWidget()
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/who_handbook_for_inspection_of_ships_and_issuance_of_ship_sanitation_certificates
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---crew-challenges
mailto:marinfo@bimco.org
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---implementation-measures

Infectious or contagious diseases

20 November 2017 | Updated 27 March 2020

COVID-19 restrictions are updated

27 March 2020

Coronavirus and crew restrictions; what to keep in mind

23 March 2020

Italian ports are fully operational despite COVID-19: Italian Ports Association

23 March 2020
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COVID-19 posters for ships
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BIMCO-made posters to protect seafarers and visitors onboard ships against Coronavirus (COVID-19). Black-and-white
posters that can be easily printed and use...


https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/infectious-or-contagious-diseases
https://www.bimco.org/news/ports/20200327-covid-19-restrictions-are-updated
https://www.bimco.org/news/ports/20200323-coronavirus-and-crew-restrictions
https://www.bimco.org/news/ports/20200323-italian-ports-are-fully-operational
https://www.bimco.org/news-and-trends
https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications/covid-19-posters-for-ships

ELSEWHERE ON BIMCO

Chartering Help & Advice

This section contains a comprehensive source of information and guidance on chartering related matters. You will find
invaluable information on many aspects of chartering distilled from our many years’ experience on advising members.

Bills of lading advice
Time charter advice
Voyage charter advice
Booking notes

General average

Learn about your cargo

For general guidance and information on cargo-related queries.
Search cargo databases

e.g. Petroleum

More about cargo

BIMCO Publications

Want to buy or download a BIMCO publication? Use the link to get access to the ballast water management guide, the ship
master’s security manual and many other publications.

View all


https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/bills-of-lading-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/time-charter-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/voyage-charter-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/booking-notes-and-waybills
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/general-average
https://www.bimco.org/cargo
https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications

